


Skiing on Wachusett Mountain

Alpine skiing became popular in the 1920s. Ski trails at Wachusett Mountain were cleared in 
1930 by the Civilian Conservation Corps allowing people to walk up the trails and ski down.

In 1959 the Commonwealth reviewed legislation to set aside an area on the mountain for the 
purpose of alpine skiing. Construction of the ski area was approved and the Oxbow lift was 
installed. The Commonwealth operated the ski area for a few years and then took bids for leased 
operation.  

In 1968, after a ski outing with his family, Ralph D. Crowley learned of the opportunity to bid on 
leasing the ski area. With his love of the area and his desire to provide a quality family ski area, 
Crowley transformed the ski area into one which has gained a national reputation for its service, its 
operations, and for its dedication to the environment. Today, three of Ralph Crowley’s five children – 
Jeff, David, and Carolyn –continue his legacy at Wachusett Mountain, managing the ski area 
operations.


